Insert here the logo of the partner University/ies

Inter-Institutional Agreement for INTERNATIONAL DOCTORAL MOBILITY and co-tutoring
"Sapienza" University of Rome, represented for the purposes hereof by the Rector

Prof. Luigi Frati,

and

the University of ____________________________________________

represented by the Rector/President _____________________________

(list here the official denomination of the partner Universities, countries and their Rector/Presidents)

A. Legal Framework in accordance with the laws of countries/Institutions involved

For Sapienza university:

 having regard to Article 4 of Italian Law no. 210 of 3 July 1998 on research doctorates;

 having regard to Ministerial Decree no. 224/99 on rules governing research doctorates;

 having regard to Ministerial Decree no. 509/99 and the law 270/04 on rules governing the curricular autonomy of universities;

 having regard to Sapienza University Regulations on Research doctorates;

For the partner university/ies:

(mention here the legal framework on doctorate for each country and/or Institution)

sharing the aim to contribute to establishing and/or developing international

scientific co-operation at the institutional level between Sapienza doctoral

program in ”………… …………………………….”

(mention the title of the doctorate)

and the doctoral program in the partner institution/s in “…………………………..”

(mention here the name of the doctorate for each Partner Institution)

agree and undertake to pursue this goal by:
a) supporting the doctoral training trough joint supervision according to an Individual Training Agreement;

b) promoting international mobility of the doctoral research trainees;

c) sharing a language and format policy for dissertation and its evaluation by Final Jury

d) awarding an Additional Certificate to the diploma, to be signed - depending on the option chosen among those indicated below in the article 6 - : a) only

by the Home Institution or b) jointly by the Home and partner Host Institutions involved in the international research training activities pursued by each research trainee.
B. Partner Commitment: brief history of scientific cooperation activities jointly

developed and institutional recognition

(list here the cooperation projects previously approved by European Commission, Ministries for Higher

Education and Scientific Research, Science Foundations or partner Universities, if any)
C. Basic Training Requirements and Evaluation

Art . 1 - Joint Supervision and Individual Training Agreement

Joint supervision of doctoral research trainees selected by each participating institution will be ensured by tutors belonging to partner Universities in different countries in accordance with a detailed individual Training Agreement to be signed by both the research trainee, the tutors belonging to different Institutions in different countries and the program coordinator.

The tutoring and co-tutoring at home and at the host institutions are aimed at jointly monitoring the research progress over the entire period up to the final dissertation.

Art. 2 - Compulsory international mobility

 In order to obtain the Additional Certificate to the Doctoral Diploma, each research trainee must spend at least 6 months (not necessarily consecutive) in one or two host Institutions with which their tutors are associated and from whom they receive individual tutoring and co-tutoring for their research work.

 The international mobility should be undertaken as a "compulsory requirement" and a strategic tool for the joint research training and not as a sufficient requirement to obtain the Additional Certificate to the Doctoral Diploma. To this purpose the duration (of at least 6 months compulsory period) of the international mobility shall be agreed among the two or more supervisors and the research trainee.

Art. 3 – Obligations for the Research trainee’s 

Research trainees who want to obtain the additional certificate shall:
 observe the rules of both the home and the host Institutions;

 respect the institutional obligations established in the Training Agreement;

 to spend at least 6 months in one or two host Institutions with which their tutors are associated (see art. 2 above)

 maintain regular communication with their national and foreign tutors;

 submit an extensive yearly report to be evaluated by the tutors;

 to attend course and training activities in a timely fashion within the structure of the co-operating doctoral programs;

 to recognize possible limitations on their freedom as a result of particular supervision/guidance/management issues, intellectual property protection and budgetary or infrastructural constrains and the requirements and conditions of any sponsors or providers of funding;

 to write their dissertation in agreement with the dispositions of this Inter-Institutional Agreement between the cooperating home and host Institutions (see art. 5 below).

Art. 4 - Institutional and Supervisor’s obligations

 The contracting Institutions, through the scientific coordinators of the cooperating doctorates in agreement with the thesis supervisors designated in each Institution, undertake to notify each other of all the information and documentation useful for the purposes of organizing the joint supervision under the provisions of this agreement.

 The designated supervisors at each Institution undertake to fully perform their duties as joint tutors of the candidate and to evaluate by means of separate and individual written reports the yearly reports and the final doctoral thesis. The positive assessment of both thesis supervisors shall be a necessary prerequisite for admission to the final examination.

 The coordinators of the doctorates at each Institution ensure the good management of the co-operating activities, in order to facilitate the arrangement of the international mobility plans for the research trainees and the more appropriate joint supervision of their research training at the home

and the host Institutions in agreement with the decision taken by the supervisor’s board.

Art. 5 – Dissertation and Final Jury

The partner institutions agree to adopt the below described common policy for the thesis format and language, in order:

 to improve foreign language proficiency among other transferable skills of the doctoral candidate and their insertion in the international scientific community

 to allow the evaluation both from the tutors and the members of the International Final Jury.

(mention here the common policy for the thesis format and language, agreed among the

partners; for example:

 thesis in English or other jointly agreed language;
 or long dissertation in the language of home institution and a short version in a format of article in English (or other jointly agreed language) to be evaluated by the International Final Jury;

 or thesis in English (or other jointly agreed language) corresponding to a series of articles evaluated ready to be published by an international peer-review journals

 or thesis in English (or other jointly agreed language) corresponding to a series of articles published (number to be defined) in international peer-review journal)

 The defense of the thesis shall take place at the home University awarding the degree 
 The composition of the Final Jury shall respect the requirements of the doctoral regulations of the awarding institution and shall also include at least 1 member of the scientific board of the doctoral program of the home institution and for each host institution involved in the joint training of the doctoral candidate and at least 1 external internationally recognized expert designated by the doctoral program coordinator in agreement with the partner institutions not belonging to the

program. (Note: According to the Sapienza Regulations on doctorate “the thesis supervisors shall participate in the discussion but not in the evaluation”).
D. Institutional Recognition

Art. 6 - Award of the degree and Additional Certificate to the doctoral diploma

 The doctoral degree is awarded by the home institution, after successful completion of the final examination. The additional certificate is signed by the Director of the relevant Department on the basis of the report of the supervisors and of the PhD coordinator. Details on the certificate are  provided in Annex 1.

E. Management structure

Art. 7 – Each doctorate adopts the management structure (Program Director, and/or Coordinator, the Teaching Committee, the Tutor’s Board, the Recruitment Board, etc.) in agreement with the Regulations at its own Institution.

Art. 8 – In order to facilitate the coordination of the internationalization of the doctorate in cooperation with partner Institutions belonging to different countries, each coordinator of the cooperating doctoral programs will promote and disseminate the yearly program’s announcement in order to attract the highest number of international applicants and to recruit the best candidates.

F. Financial and Administrative arrangements for the program

Art. 9 – Each doctoral research trainee will be registered at the home Institution and will be entitled to regular students rights and privileges in both sending and host Institutions.

Art. 10 - Registration fees will be paid at the home Institution
(Two different alternative options) 

 The host institution/s will guarantee a fee waiver upon conditions of reciprocity

§ Students from “Sapienza” University of Rome will be charged xxxxxxxx regular tuition and fees while studying at xxxxxxxxxxx and students from xxxxxxxxxx will pay Sapienza’s tuition and fees while studying at Sapienza. The students’ tuition and fees will be covered by the students through fellowships or self support.
Art. 11 - Each hosting institution will ensure financial and material facilities, whether for operating costs, access to infrastructures (also including use of laboratories and other facilities) and welcome services provided to international students and researchers.

Art. 12 - Each sending Institution will provide adequate funding to support international mobility of its own doctoral research trainees trough access to specific funding, such as LLP-Erasmus scholarship in addition to the increased University scholarship for the period of the training abroad (if any).

Art. 13 - Each University will be responsible for its own costs associated with this Inter-Institutional Agreement. Neither University will have the authority to authorize or incur financial liability on behalf of the other.

Art. 14 - For the entire period spent at the host Institution/s, the research trainee shall be entitled to the benefits of the health service in accordance with the relevant national regulations in this regard. The candidate may independently take out personal insurance for any risks over and above those covered by the national health service (if any).

Art. 15 – The presentation, deposit and reproduction of the thesis shall be done in each country in accordance with the applicable regulations in force.

Art. 16 - Intellectual Property Right will be always specifically detailed in the Individual Training Agreement to be signed by the research trainee and the supervisors. The protection of the subject matter of the thesis and likewise the publication, exploitation and protection of the results obtained by the candidate's research in the contracting Institutions shall be subject to the applicable law in force and guaranteed in compliance with the specific procedures of each of the Institutions/countries involved in the joint supervision of the thesis. If requested, the provisions in

connection with intellectual property rights may be agreed in specific protocols or documents.

F.Validity and Termination

Art. 17 - This Inter-institutional agreement will be valid for a period of three years from the signature by the legal representative (Rector/President) and the doctoral program’s coordinator in each Institution. It will be automatically renewed for further three years, unless the partner Universities will give notice of termination in written form at least six months prior its expiry.

Art. 18 – No provision of this inter-institutional agreement may be varied apart from in writing.

Art. 19 - Each partner Institution may withdraw from the Agreement by written notification at least six months in advance. In case of withdrawal the partner Institution will honor all obligations formally agreed upon in advance.

For " Sapienza" University of Rome

For " ……….." University of

The Doctoral Program Co-ordinator

Name , signature and stamp

The Doctoral Program Co-ordinator

Name , signature and stamp
THE RECTOR

Name , signature and stamp

THE RECTOR/PRESIDENT

Name , signature and stamp

Date:

This Inter-Institutional Agreement is dated the (….day/month/year…)
ANNEX 1

 An Additional Certificate to the doctoral diploma to those candidates who

have accomplished all the training requirements, including the basic principles

above mentioned: joint supervision, compulsory international mobility, thesis

dissertation written and submitted – in agreement with the jointly established

language and format policy above described - and defended and positively

evaluated by an International Final Jury.

Depending on the Agreement with each partner institution, this Additional

Certificate to the diploma can be awarded:

A) only by the Home Institution or

B) jointly by the Home and Host institution, as below indicated:

A) Additional Certificate awarded only by the Home Institution.

The Additional Certificate to the diploma in English (or – depending on the

decision of the doctoral program board - in English and in the language of home

Institution) shall include:

 the name of the home Institution awarding the doctoral degree

 the title of the doctorate pursued at the home Institution

 the name of the Ph.D. candidate as well as his/her country of residence and

academic years of enrolment

 the title and language of dissertation

 the name of tutors at home and host institution/s

 the period of international mobility undertaken at the host institution/s

 the composition (name and Institutions) of the members of the International

Final Jury and their signatures

 the signature of the doctoral program coordinator of the institution

awarding the degree

 the signature of the competent authority to sign doctoral certificates at

home Institution.

B) Additional Certificate jointly awarded and recognized by the Home and the

Host Institutions.

The Additional Certificate to the diploma in English (or – depending on the

decision of the cooperating doctoral programs board - in English and in both the

languages of home and host Institutions) shall include:

 the name of the home Institution awarding the doctoral degree

 the title of the doctorate at the home Institution

 the name of the host Institution awarding the doctoral degree

 the title of the doctorate at the host Institution/s

 the name of the Ph.D. candidate as well as his/her country of residence and

academic years of enrolment,

 the title and language of dissertation

 the name of tutors at home and host institutions,

 the period of international mobility undertaken at the host institution

 the composition (name and Institutions) of the members of the International

Final Jury and their signatures,

 the signature of the doctoral program coordinator of the institution

awarding the degree

 the signature of the doctoral program coordinator of the host institution

 the signature of the competent authorities to sign doctoral certificates at the

cooperating Institutions.
PAGE  
1

