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SPECIFIC AGREEMENT OF INSTITUTIONAL COOPERATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARIAT OF 

HIGHER EDUCATION, SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION FROM THE REPUBLIC 

ECUADOR AND THE SAPIENZA UNIVERSITY OF ROME  FROM THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC 

 

ATTENDANCE.- 

 

At the signing of this Specific Agreement  for Institutional Cooperation the Secretariat of Higher Education, 

Science, Technology and Innovation, legally represented by René Ramirez Gallegos, in his capacity as 

Secretary of Higher Education, Science, Technology and Innovation, on one side, which for this instrument 

is called “SECRETARIAT”,and the Sapienza University of Rome, represented by Prof. Eugenio Gaudio, in 

his capacity of Rector who henceforth for the purposes of this instrument will be referred as the 

“UNIVERSITY”.The Parties freely and voluntarily, as it suits their interests and institutional objectives, 

agree to sign this instrument under the following conditions.  

 

FIRST CLAUSE.- BACKGROUND 

 

1. The Constitution of the Republic of Ecuador, in  articles 387 and 388 states it is responsibility of the 

State to promote the generation and production of knowledge, promote  scientific and technological 

research, and enhance the  ancestral knowledge to contribute to the achievement of well-living at 

Sumak Kawsay; it also declares that the State shall allocate the necessary resources for scientific 

research, technological development, innovation, scientific training, recovery and development of 

ancient knowledge and the dissemination of knowledge.   

2. The Higher Education Law, in article 4, states that the right to Higher Education is the realization of 

equal opportunities, based on the merits, to in order to provide access  academic and professional 

training to produce relevant knowledge and excellence; additionally articles 182 and 183 state that the 

Secretariat of Higher Education, Science, Technology and Innovation is the body that intended for 

guidance of public higher education policy and to coordinate actions between the executive function 

and the institutions that compose the higher education system; and that as such it has to design, 

administer and implement government scholarships policies for Ecuador’s higher education sector.   

3. The Code for Planning and Public Finance, in its article 65, states that the term non-refundable 

international cooperation entails a mechanism by which the Republic of Ecuador gives, receives, 

transfers or exchanges resources, goods, services, capital, knowledge and/or technology in order to 

contribute or to complement National efforts i to achieve the objectives of planning in congruence with 

what article 69 determines: that the approval of programs and projects of non-refundable international 

cooperation are carried out according to the procedures for prioritization of programs and public 

investment projects to be implemented through the National Secretariat for Planning and 

Development, with the exception of those recipients who are universities, polytechnics, and that in 

these cases, programs and projects will be approved by the highest authorities of such institutions, 

within the framework of the procedures of the national policy on international cooperation and 

additionally in its article 115 that no entity or public body may undertake any commitments, enter into 

contracts, nor authorize or incur obligations, without the issuance of a respective Budgetary 

certification. 

4. Through Executive Decree No. 934, of 10 November 2011, published on the Official Gazette 582of 23 

November2011, the Constitutional President of the Republic Economist Rafael Correa Delgado 

appoints Eco. René Ramirez Gallegos as the Secretary of Higher Education, Science, Technology 
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and Innovation, the same which was ratified in office by Executive Decree No. 2 of 27 May 27 2013, 

published on the Second Supplement of the Official Gazette No. 5 on May 31st, 2013. 

5. Through Executive Decree No. 62 of 5 August 2013, published on the Official Gazette 63 of August 

21, 2013, and Executive Order No. 131 of 8 October 2013 published in the Supplement to Official 

Gazette 105 October 21, 2013, paragraph 7 of an unnumbered article added after article 16 of the 

Statute of the Legal and Administrative System of the Executive Branch, under wchich the name of 

the  National Secretariat of Higher Education, Science, Technology and Innovation was replaced for 

“Secretariat of Higher Education, Science, Technology and Innovation”.  

6. Through Agreement No. 2015-167, of 21 October 2015, the Secretary of Higher Education, Science, 
Technology and Innovation, resolve issue the Regulation of Scholarships and Economic Aid.  

7. Through Office No. MINFIN-DM-2013-0488, of 14 August 2013, the Ministry of Finance, issues a 
favorable judgment for which was granted to the Secretariat of Higher Education, Science, 
Technology and Innovation, the Multiannual certification for the component “Development and 
Implementation of the Scholarships Program for the Financing of Knowledge and Human Talent” for 
the period 2013-2017. So it is assigned the resources as follows: 2013: USD 91.126.059,00; 2014: 
USD 133.316.836,00; 2015: USD 128.426.608,00; 2016: USD 105.734.411,00; y, 2017: USD 
71.717.235,00. 

8. The Sapienza University of Rome was established under decree G.U. – Serie Generale n. 261 - 
8.11.2012 

9. Professor Eugenio Gaudio is the legal representative of the University in accordance to DM MIUR no. 
808 of 24.10.2014  

 

 

The Parties wish to cooperate for mutual benefit, targeting the development of higher education aligned to 

scientific research, technology and innovation, which signed this Specific Agreement, subject to the 

following terms and conditions:  

 

SECOND CLAUSE.- PURPOSE OF THE AGREEMENT 

 

The following cooperation agreement aims to coordinate, articulate and develop actions for inter-

institutional cooperation among the Secretariat of Higher Education, Science, Technology and Innovation 

of the Republic of Ecuador and the Sapienza University of Rome from the Italian Republic , through the 

implementation of actions that allow providing discounts on Masters studies within the areas of: Arts; 

Natural Science, Mathematics and Statistics; Information and Communication Technologies; Industry and 

Construction; Agriculture, Silviculture, Veterinary and Fishing; and Health and Wellness; to those 

Ecuadorean citizens who have been granted an scholarship by the Secretariat, in order to support the 

strengthening of human talent. 

 

THIRD CLAUSE.-  OBLIGATIONS OF THE PARTIES 

 

3.1 Obligations of the UNIVERSITY 

 

a) Provide a 100% discount on international tuition fees to the Ecuadorian citizens who have been 

granted a scholarship by the SECRETARIAT willing to undertake a postgraduate program in the areas 

of Arts; Natural Science, Mathematics and Statistics; Information and Communication Technologies; 

Industry and Construction; Agriculture, Silviculture, Veterinary and Fishing; and Health and Wellness 

at the UNIVERSITY. 
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i. The discount is offered for Master of Science programs in the areas of Arts; Natural Science, 

Mathematics and Statistics; Information and Communication Technologies; Industry and 

Construction; Agriculture, Silviculture, Veterinary and Fishing; and Health and Wellness; in 

accordance to the offer available for every academic period. 

ii. Every year the UNIVERSITY will inform the SECRETARIAT, by formal notice, the standard amount 

of international tuition fees fixed by the Administration and published on their website. 

iii. The maximum number of students who will be beneficiaries of discount is limited to …………. 

students per intake.  

iv. Candidates will have to apply to the UNIVERSITY Master’s Programs by the end of February each 

year, following the application procedures published on the UNIVERSITY’s website. 

v. Candidates who will comply with all the application requirements will receive a conditional letter of 

acceptance by the end of April each year.  

 

b) The University, by written notice, will inform the SECRETARIAT, in reasonable time prior to the 

commencement of each University academic year, the names of the SECRETARIAT’s scholarship 

holders who comply with the UNIVERSITY’s entry requirements and have been accepted for entry 

into the program of their choice, the programs that the student applied for, the academic calendar of 

it, and other details requested by the SECRETARIAT.  

c) In harmony with its obligations regarding data protection, the UNIVERSITY will facilitate whatever 

relevant information requested by the SECRETARIAT in regards to scholarship awardees who have 

been admitted to the UNIVERSITY. This will be carried out as long as a written authorization from the 

student has been previously provided. 

d) Provide guidance to all Ecuadorean prospective students by facilitating direct contact with the staff to 

receive support on the application and admission processes. 

e) Offer guidance to all Ecuadorean students admitted to the UNIVERSITY in relation to support 

services; including international students support, assistance on arrival (if requested by the student), 

assistance and information on student accommodation, counseling, information about healthcare. 

access to normal learning skills support, study support, transportation, and information on rights and 

responsibilities on and off campus. Dispatch to the SECRETARIAT, at the end of each Academic 

Term, an Academic Transcript outlining the Academic progress of the Ecuadorean students, including 

grades for each assigned subject, and average grade for the period of studies and the accumulative 

average grade. 

f) Communicate to the SECRETARIAT and the Embassy of Ecuador, in the case of any fortuity or 

accident that inhibit the student to conclude the program of studies within the established period. The 

UNIVERSITY and the SECRETARIAT are committed to work together in order to solve any issue 

related to these circumstances. 

 

3.2 Obligations of the SECRETARIAT 

 

a) Grant a scholarship to those Ecuadorean students willing to undertake Master studies on the areas of: 

Arts; Natural Science, Mathematics and Statistics; Information and Communication Technologies; 

Industry and Construction; Agriculture, Silviculture, Veterinary and Fishing; and Health and Wellness 

at the Sapienza University of Rome, in accordance to the current applicable legislation. 

b) Issue the respective award letter in which is reflected: the name of the scholarship holder, the value of 

the scholarship, and the program in which the student is enrolled. 

c) Inform every year to the UNIVERSITY the postulation dates of its scholarship programs. 
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d) Announce, through its website, information related to postgraduate programs offered by the 

UNIVERSITY under the present Agreement. 

e) The SECRETARIAT will register the academic diplomas obtained by Ecuadorean students in Master 

programs, in accordance to the current Ecuadorean legislation. 

 

3.3 Mutual Obligations of the Parties  

 

a) The Parties accept to follow their own procedures and maintain their preset standards in relation to 

the selection and satisfaction on the basis of admission of Ecuadorean students for Master programs 

in specialty areas of the Sapienza University of Rome. 

b) The Parties shall identify and act based on their own priorities and respect for the distribution of grants 

among schools/centers and disciplines. In addition, they shall inform to the interested in scholarships 

prior to admission is essential to have the appropriate immigration documentation. 

c) The Parties are authorized to use the logo of the other Party in any promotional materials or activities 

advertising and marketing relating to the subject of this Agreement, upon referral and express written 

approval of the material to be used by the owner of the logo. 

d) Any other functions arising from this agreement. 

 

FOURTH CLAUSE.- IMPLEMENTATION, MONITORING AND COORDINATION 

 

The implementation, coordination and monitoring of this Agreement will be the responsibility:  

 

a) from the SECRETARIAT: the Direction of International Relations and the Under Secretariat of 

Strengthening Knowledge through the Direction of Monitoring and Evaluation of the Strengthening of 

Knowledge. 

b) from the UNIVERSITY: the International Office 

 

FIFHT CLAUSE.- VALIDITY AND TERM 

 

The present Agreement will have a term of four (4) years from the date of signature and will be renewed 

whenever the Parties express their willingness to do so by a notification signed by the highest authority of 

each of the Parties, thirty (30) days prior to the expiration of this Agreement, at which time the duration of 

the renewal shall be determined again, unless one of the Parties has notified its intention to terminate this 

Agreement at least thirty (30) days before the date that the complainant institution foresees for its 

termination. 

The agreement shall be reviewed by the Parties in order to assess its compliance, within twelve (12) 

months from its signing.  

 

SIXTH CLAUSE. - TERMINATION OF THE AGREEMENT 

 

This Agreement may be terminated early due to the following causes: 

 

a. By non-fulfilment of its purpose.  

b. By deadline of the Agreement, up to fulfilment of the purpose.  

c. By final judgement declaring the termination or invalidity of the Agreement by one of the Parties. 
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d. By decision of the Parties, when unforeseen economic, technical, or due to force majeure, it is not 

possible or desirable of the Parties implement all or part of the Agreement. The Parties may, by mutual 

agreement, agree on the termination of the agreed obligations in the state they are in; and, 

e. By unilateral termination due to non-fulfilment of the Agreement by a Party, duty verified. 

 

In the case that the Agreement ends on the grounds a) and b) mentioned above, the Parties shall mutual 

compliance assessment and proceed to sign the minutes of the corresponding settlement. In the event of 

early termination of this Agreement students who are already enrolled at the UNIVERSITY will be allowed 

to complete their studies under the terms negotiated in this Agreement. 

 

SEVENTH CLAUSE.- MODIFICATIONS 

 

The terms of this Agreement may be dealt, modified or amended, with appropriate justifications from the 

interested Parties, through a proposal presented, studied and accepted at least sixty (60) days before the 

date on which intends to implement the requested changes. 

 

EIGHT CLAUSE. - DISPUTE RESOLUTION 

 

The Parties shall settle amicably an in good faith the disputes, controversies, claims or differences arising 

between them relating to the scope, interpretation or application of the provisions of this Agreement. 

NINTH CLAUSE.- CONTACTS, IMPLEMENTATION AND COORDINATION 

 

The implementation, coordination and supervision of this Agreement will be responsibility of: 

 

1) The SECRETARIAT: 

 

a) All matters affecting the terms of this Agreement: 

Direction of International Relations  

Whymper E7-37 y Alpallana, Quito - Ecuador  

Tel: +593 2 2 505656   ext. 227 

drrii@senescyt.gob.ec    

 

b) All matters concerning individual students: 

Under-Secretariat of Strengthening of Knowledge 

Direction of Monitoring and Evaluation of Strengthening of Knowledge 

Andrade Marín E7-62 y Diego de Almagro, Quito - Ecuador  

Tel: +593 2 2562183 

becas@senescyt.gob.ec  

  

2) The SAPIENZA UNIVERSITY: 

 

a) All matters affecting the terms of this Agreement: 

Graziella Gaglione 

Head of Unit 

Piazzale Aldo Moro 5 – 00185, Rome - Italy 

Tel: +39 064 969 0423 

graziella.galione@uniroma1.it 
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TENTH CLAUSE.- ACCEPTANCE 

 

The Parties concur with the contents of this Agreement whose provisions are submitted. In witness 

whereof, the Parties have signed two (2) copies in Spanish and two (2) copies in English; with the Spanish 

and English having the same legal force. 

 

Representing the Sapienza University of Rome:  Representing the Secretariat of Higher 

Education, Science, Technology and 

Innovation: 

 

 

 

Prof. Eugenio Gaudio 

Provost Sapienza University of Rome 

 

 

Given in the city of Rome on day XX month XXX of 

2017 

Eco. René Ramírez Gallegos 

Secretary for Higher Education, Science, 

Technology and Innovation 

 

Given in the city of Quito on day XX month XXX of 

2017 
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