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Success rate for this last FET May 2020 call

• 900 proposals

• 190 Meuro budget, each funded project is about 3 Meuro means
190/3 = 63 projects funded

• Success rate = 63/900 = 7% but projects come from any fields of 
science!

• Team composition

• Ambition



>





Criteria EXCELLENCE: some key points
• Clarity of the radical vision of a science-enabled technology and its 

differentiation from current paradigms.
• From Science Observation A Clear Technology Disruption Will Emerge-→ To Convince The Reviewers

• Kpis For Objectives!!

• Novelty And Ambition Of The Proposed Science-to-technology Breakthrough 
That Addresses This Vision.
• Novelty -→ I Do Not Believe That Such Approach Is Novel. Convince The Reviewer That The Research 

Is Not Incremental.

• Timeliness

• Science-to-technology Breakthrough -→ Is Not An Erc!!!!

• Range Of And Added Value From Interdisciplinarity For Opening Up New Areas 
Of Research; Non-incrementality Of The Research Proposed.
• The Interdisciplinarity Is Not The Usual Interdisciplinarity !

• Non Incrementality → You Have To Argue That The Direction Is Radically Different From Before



Criteria Excellence and other issues

• High-risk, plausibility and flexibility of the research approach.

• High Risk But Hopefully High Gain → Convince The Reviewer

• Plausibility -> You Have To Prove That It Is Possible To Achieve The 
Goals  (E.G. Is Not Plausible That You Could Bring With 3 M€ Humans
On Neptune From Earth In 3 Years).

• Flexibility→What It Is The Possibility Of The Proposal To Change
Direction Or Research If Something Goes Wrong

• Table Of Risks! Equiprobable, Usually Fews Risks With Very
Predetermined Answer Such As «This Cannot Be Happens Since We 
Are Good At This….»
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Thank you for 
the attention!
Prof. Fabio Babiloni

fabio.babiloni@uniroma1.it


