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European Postdoctoral Fellowships are open
to researchers of any nationality who wish to
engage in R&Il projects by either coming to
Europe from any country in the world or moving
within Europe.

- Outgoing phase: 12 and 24 months

Cgl Global Postdoctoral Fellowships are open to

MARIE CURIE ACTIONS European nationals or long-term residents who

wish to engage in R&I projects with organizations

cropean | 2o OUtside EU Member States and Horizon Europe

. e mreanamonten - ASSOCIAted Countries

- Outgoing phase: 12-24 months in a non-
associated Third Country,
- Mandatory return phase: 12-months in a host
organisation based in an EU Member State or
a Horizon Europe Associated Country

Alessandra della Torre
Dept of Public Health and Infectious Diseases
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MSC
PROGRAMME
IS HIGHLY

COMPETITIVE 11382

evaluated
proposals

proposails
retained for
funding

» MSCA-IF-EF-CAR » MSCA-IF-EF-RI =« MSCA-IF-EF-SE
[« MSCA-IF-EF-ST « MSCA-IF-GF |

Alessandra della Torre
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Excellent. The proposal su dresses all relevant aspects 5
of the criterion. AnyGhortcomings are minor. Excellent
.................................................................................................................................................... T T
Ver riterion very well, but 0
all number of shortcomings are presen 4 40 Very Good

...................................................................................................................................................................................

Go osal addresses the criterion well, but a number 3 38 Good
of shortcomings ar® present. v

................................................................................................................................................................................

Fair. The proposal broadly addres Fiterion, but there X ]
are SigniﬁcaM 2 i .
2.0

........................................................................................................................................................................................................

. . .. 19
Poor. The criterion is inadequ ressed, or there are 1 0 Poor
serious inherent 1.0
The proposal fails to address the criterion or cannot be O

........................................................................................................................................................................................................

Every single small shortcoming in the proposal
greatly reduces the chances of success

Alessandra della Torre

Dept of Public Health and Infectious Diseases
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Key figures (2014-2020)

+65,000 379
6.2 billion €
o ErNEe M
C 20%2&?15{25 of the EU Horizon 2020

MARIE CURIE ACTIONS

n European
Commission

E:rr%zizgrlcjt?iggnlnzgvian ion +4 y 50 0
Doctoral Companies
programmes supported

Alessandra della Torre
Dept of Public Health and Infectious Diseases

42%

Female
researchers
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MSC programme is the flagship
Horizon EU career development
support programme
(2021-27 budget = 6.6 billions€)

‘ Researchers’ 4 -
L Xcellent research

Key fe AturgSs

G OAL traininga,;l;i:ls e in all domains c:g;gr_g:ﬂz)nrgll,&
to enhance the creative development all | Coocachy [ mobity
and innovative potential of 5 N
postdoctoral researchers =2

(<8 years from PhD) with new [ethmmuud [Pty
skillsets acquired through oneens programmes
advanced training as Well @S v e st

International, interdisciplinary,

and intersectoral mobility

Alessandra della Torre
Dept of Public Health and Infectious Diseases

Strong
collaboration with
industry and SMEs
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MSC programme is the flagship
Horizon EU career development
support programme
(2021-27 budget = €6.6 billions)

GOAL: | FELLOWSHIPS ARE
to (_enhancg the creat_lve TRAINING PROJECTS,
and innovative potential of NOT (ONLY) RESEARCH
postdoctoral researchers PROJECT
(<8 years from PhD) '
with new skillsets acquired .
through advanced training as well Need to emphasize
as international, interdisciplinary, G dld = :CRiEhN,

and intersectoral mobility

Alessandra della Torre
Dept of Public Health and Infectious Diseases
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STUDY AND STRICTLY
FOLLOW EU PROPOSAL
TEMPLATE AND THE
MANUAL FOR APPLICANT

Horizon Europe Programme

Marie Sktodowska-Curie Actions

Application form
Staff Exchanges (HE MSCA SE)

Project proposal - Technical description (Part B)

Version 1.0
7 October 2021

Alessandra della Torre

Dept of Public Health and Infectious Diseases
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v’ Excellent research proposal
MSC v Excellent applicant
PROGRAMME  / gxcellent two-way transfer of knowledge
IS HIGHLY v Excellent implementation
COMPETITIVE gxcellent impact

v’ Strong adherence to instructions to applicants

The EXCELLENCE NEEDS TO BE
CONVINCINGLY SUBSTANTIATED
IN EVERY PARAGRAPH OF THE PROPOSAL

v’ Clearly state the bases of the «excellence»

Alessandra della Torre
Dept of Public Health and Infectious Diseases
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v’ Excellent research proposal
MSC v Excellent applicant
PROGRAMME  / gxcellent two-way transfer of knowledge
IS HIGHLY v Excellent implementation
COMPETITIVE gxcellent impact

v’ Strong adherence to instructions to applicants

DON'T BE OVER-AMBITIOUS,

PRESENT A CREDIBLE AND REALISTIC WORK PLAN

Alessandra della Torre
Dept of Public Health and Infectious Diseases
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ENG ENV LE

CHE Information | Environmental MAT PHY

Chemistry Science and and He Mathematics Physics

, : Sciences
Engineering Geosciences

TIP-5

EVALUTORS HAVE
Evaluation DIFFERENT LEVELS OF EXPERTISE

= B IN THE RESEARCH FIELD.

Consensus
group

Need to provide ALL relevant

information in a clear and
straigtforward manner

Consensus
Report

Alessandra della Torre
Dept of Public Health and Infectious Diseases
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ENG ENV UE
CHE Information | Environmental Life PHY
Chemistry Science and and Mathematics Physics

Engineering Geosciences Stierices

TIP-6

EVALUTORS ARE USUALLY UNDER
Evaluation GREAT PRESSURE TO FINALISE

Individual Report Indnndual

Evaluation - g Evaluation THEIR REPORTS: HELP THEM!

Report Report

, . v’ Be synthetic ‘less may be more’

Consensus

T v" Avoid redundancies, bad layout,
meaningless illustrations

v’ Use consistent wordings
~ Report

Alessandra della Torre
Dept of Public Health and Infectious Diseases
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The evaluation process comorvis (G SAPIENZA

ENG ENV UE
CHE Information | Environmental Life PHY
Chemistry Science and and Mathematics Physics

Engineering Geosciences Stierices

TIP-7

EVALUTORS ARE USUALLY UNDER
Evaluation GREAT PRESSURE TO FINALISE

Individual Report Indnndual

8 R THEIR REPORTS: HELP THEM!

Report

, . v’ align your objectives to EU ones

Consensus
group

v’ follow the proposal structure,
show them clearly what they

expect to see
_ Report |

Alessandra della Torre
Dept of Public Health and Infectious Diseases




(0] [ ]

® «RISACIVIS
°

Evaluation criteria o
MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships

Quality and efficiency
EXCELLENCE IMPACT of the implementation

SAPIENZA

UNIVERSITA DI ROMA

Quality and pertinence of the project’s research Credibility of the measures to Quality and effectiveness of the
and innovation objectives (and the extent to enhance the career perspectives work plan, assessment of risks
which they are ambitious, and go beyond the and employability of the researcher and appropriateness of the effort

and contribution tati=s/her skills

state of the ar*

assigned to work narkages

i \ and other
caarch
~iz, ce

viar ; of the

researcher and tnie scientific, suvieial anu
Quality and appropriateness of the researcher’s economic impacts
professional experience, competences and

skills

Alessandra della Torre
Dept of Public Health and Infectious Diseases
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MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships

EXCELLENCE

Quality and pertinence of the project’s research

and innovation objectives (and the extent to \/ StrUCtu re, StrUCtu re, StrUCtU re!
which they are ambitious, and go beyond the

state of the art) v" Attract the evaluator’s attention by
Soundness of the proposed methodologL highlighting in BOLD key StepS Of the

(including interdisciplinary approaches, . t .lt . I t d k
consideration of the gender dimension and other projec ) IS Crucia concep S dan ey
diversity aspects if relevant for the research

project, and the quality of open science Words-

practices)

Quality of the supervision, training and of the ¥ DON’t provide excessive technicalities

resarcher ond the host and details which can confuse the
protessional sxperience sompeenss s~ €valuators, but try to accompany them
s throughout the proposal contents.

Alessandra della Torre
Dept of Public Health and Infectious Diseases
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v

an inovation objectives (e sxens ¥ B€ balanced between describing the

b SAPIENZA

e ot ey end gobeyendihe current state-of-the-art and your project
Soundness of the proposed methodology _ v Be balanced between too technical
(including interdisciplinary approaches, . . .

consideration of the gender dimension and other dEtalls and baSIC explanatlons

diversity aspects if relevant for the research
project, and the quality of open science

R o) v" Highlight interdisciplinarity.

wouey tranSTr SToHIodgs iyeen he. Explain how expertise and methods
researcher and the host from different disciplines will be
Quality and appropriateness of the researcher’s . .
E;icl:plgessional experience, competences and brought together and |nteg rated |n

pursuit of your objectives.

Alessandra della Torre
Dept of Public Health and Infectious Diseases
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EXCELLENCE V@/ %
Quality and pertinence of the project’s research ‘/ Defi ne the ove ra" goal

and innovation objectives (and the extent to

\;\;r;itc;h:?;iaar:)ambitious, and go beyond the and decline it intO more
specific/operational objectives

™3 SAPTENZA

(

Soundness of the proposed methodology
(including interdisciplinary approaches,
consideration of the gender dimension and other

diversity aspects if relevant for the research ‘/ ObjECtives nGEd to be SMART

project, and the quality of open science

practices) SpeCIfIC

Quality of the supervision, training and of the .
two-way transfe':' of knowledge bggﬂeen the M €easura ble SUbStantla te
researcher and the host :

Quality and appropriateness of the researcher’s AChIevable eaCh Of the
E;icl:;f;ssional experience, competences and Relevant these!!

Time-bound

Alessandra della Torre
Dept of Public Health and Infectious Diseases
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EXCELLENCE %@

Quality and pertinence of the project’s research \/ Carefu"y choose the host group.

and innovation objectives (and the extent to
which they are ambitious, and go beyond the

state of he art) v" Highlight complementarity between
Soundness of the proposed methodology _ applicant and host and how these fit
consitaration of s Gonder dmansion and ofher with project goal and implementation.
EEE%ZF:?T&Earﬁtﬁn;;;t::i;i:arm v' Demonstrate excellence of host

Qualiy of the supervision, training and of the groupl/institutions, even if top ones!

two-way transfer of knowledge hetween the

::?Sae:‘t::j:;a;;p:zz:;zness of the researcher’s \/ Write CV highlighting aspeCts

professional experience, competences and

levant

skills for the prono

should be VERY

Alessandra della Torre
Dept of Public Health and Infectious Diseases
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IMPACT | o
Credibility of the measures to v Ex P lain how the P I’Oj ect
enhance the career perspectives . L.
and employability of the researcher WI I I d ecClilsli Vely ad vance
and contribution to his/her skills . “ o
development your scientific career
Suitability and quality of the measures
to maximise expected outcomes and _ _
e e o lan v' Show what benefits your project can
including communication activities bring to the scientific and not-scientific
The magnitude and importance of the CO mm u n Itl eS ’ and d eSC“ be a Wel I -
e o Peciee planned dissemination and outreach
ESLn s strategy. Don’t be too general. Provide

examples.

S e

Alessandra della Torre
Dept of Public Health and Infectious Diseases
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IMPACT | A'RS

Credibility of the measures to
enhance the career perspectives
and employability of the researcher
and contribution to his/her skills
development

Suitability and quality of the measures
to maximise expected outcomes and
impacts, as set out in the
dissemination and exploitation plan,
including communication activities

=} SAPIENZA

The magnitude and importance of the
project’s contribution to the expected

scientific, societal and \/ nghllght relevance to the
economic impacts challenges identified in Horizon
Europe, EU missions, and UE

 30% | Sustainable Development Goals

Alessandra della Torre

Dept of Public Health and Infectious Diseases
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Quali d effici _ _ ﬁ e
of“t?,:‘{.:;e:,eft':{i‘;ﬁ v' Be consistent with research — g

Quality and effectiveness of the 9) bJ ect | VeS/WO r k p acC kag es.

work plan, assessment of risks

e e v' Provide a convincing work plan for your
| | project. Include realistic and convincing
ettt e seirgie. MILESTONES and DELIVERABLES.

organisations, including hosting

artangements decision- tangible results
making points, of your work
check points

v' Describe SWOPs and risks and provide
contingency plans.

Alessandra della Torre
Dept of Public Health and Infectious Diseases
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Max 10 pages between the 3 sections

Align the section lengths to the
., N weighting of evaluation criteria

“Excellence” (weight 50%) | MAX 6 pages!

“Impact” (30%)

“Quality and Efficiency of the
Implementation” (20%)

Alessandra della Torre
Dept of Public Health and Infectious Diseases
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Get as much feedbacks as possible

v' By supervisors and close colleagues

v By “test-readers” out of the research
field

v By MSC grantees

But be a selective listener

v If your proposal is not selected for funding, take advantage

of reviewer’s comments (ESR), and if possible address the
criticisms and resubmit!

Alessandra della Torre
Dept of Public Health and Infectious Diseases
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FINAL TIPS

PLOS COMPUTATIONAL BIOLOGY

L)

Chock for EDITORIAL
m . .
| Ten simple rules for a successful EU Marie
Sktodowska-Curie Actions Postdoctoral
f,i‘i;fj“;,mwm (MSCA) fellowship application

Ten simple rules for 2 suocessiul EU Mane

Skiodowska-Curie Actons Postdoctonal (MSCA) Philipp Baumert ' *, Francesco Cenni»?, Mikhail L. Antonkine®
Sellowship appication. PLOS Comgut Bl 18(8)

101037 1. hitps./ ol 0rg 10 1371 Soumal
b 100G

1 Exercise Biology Group, Faculty of Sport and Health Saences, Technical University of Munich, Munich,
Gemany, 2 Faculty of Spornt and Health Scences, University of Jyvaskyld, Jyvaskyid, Finland, 3 Unit of
Publisted August 18 202 Heaith Research and Biotechnology, Bavarian Research Allance GmbH, Munich & Nuremberg, Germany

Alessandra della Torre
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Piazzale Aldo Moro, 5

alessandra.dellatorre@uniromal.it
Tel. 0039 06 4969 4268
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