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What is it?

COTUTELLE AGREEMENT

The joint supervision of doctoral theses allows PhD students, 
enrolled either at Sapienza or at foreign universities, to prepare 
their doctoral dissertation by conducting alternating research 

periods at their home university and the partner institution, with 
the aim of obtaining a dual degree
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How to reach it?

The joint supervision agreement must be finalized within 18
months from the start of the PhD program, through a specific
agreement signed by the Rectors of the participating universities,
subject to prior approval by the Board of Professors of the
Doctoral Programme



What is it?

«Doctor Europaeus» mention

The ‘Doctor Europaeus’ mention is an additional distinction awarded 

alongside the PhD degree
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How to reach it?

The additional ‘Doctor Europaeus’ mention may be awarded by 
the University, upon request of the PhD student and subject to 

approval by the Board of Professors
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Joint supervision thesis

PhD Regulation

– Art. 25 – 

Joint supervision agreement:
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a) set the implementation procedures of the programme as agreed

upon by both partner universities;

b) is established between the universities for the benefit of the

individual PhD student upon request;

c) must be approved by the Board of Professors of the Doctoral

Programme



Joint supervision thesis

PhD Regulation

– Art. 25 – 

Requirements:
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1) the preparation of the thesis must be carried out in alternating,

nearly equivalent periods at each of the two universities

2) the appointment of two thesis supervisors, one for each partner

university, who oversee the PhD student’s research activities and

evaluate the thesis, determining whether the student is admitted to

the final examination or, if not, excluded from the PhD programme

3) the writing and defense of the thesis must take place in both

languages of the cooperating universities, or in a language mutually

agreed upon by them (usually Italian and English)



Joint supervision thesis

PhD Regulation

– Art. 25 – 

Requirements:
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4) the Examining Committee for the final exam will be composed of

scholars appointed by both partner universities, in equal numbers,

and will include at least 4 voting members

5) following a positive evaluation by the Committee, each of the two

universities awards the PhD degree,

6) the joint supervision agreement must be finalized within 18 months

from the start of the PhD programme

It is not possible to reach a joint supervision agreement if the

PhD student is concurrently enrolled in another course of study



‘Doctor Europaeus’ mention

PhD Regulation

– Art. 26 – 

The additional mention of ‘Doctor Europaeus’:
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a) can be awarded by the University, upon request of the PhD 

student;

b) requires to be approved by the Board of Professors



‘Doctor Europaeus’ mention

PhD Regulation

– Art. 26 – 

Requirements:
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1) the evaluations of the thesis must be written by at least two

professors from two different European universities, other than

the one where the thesis is defended (external referees)

2) At least one member of the Examining Committee must be from a

European country different from the one where the thesis is

defended

3) Part of the thesis must be defended in one of the European 

official  languages other than the one of the country where the 

thesis is discussed

4) the research subject of the thesis must be partially carried out 

during at least three months stay in a European country other 

than the one of the PhD student
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Activation procedure

Joint Supervision Thesis Agreement
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1 – Joint supervision agreement for OUTGOING PhD students:

Sapienza –> Foreign university

1) selection of the foreign university by the PhD student;

2) submission of the request for activation of the joint supervision

agreement to the Board of Professors through the Coordinator;

3) after the potential approval by the Board of Professors, submission

of the request to the PhD Office – Programmes and careers Unit

through the completion of a Google form; 

4) completion of the template of the joint supervision agreement

available on the PhD Unit webpage; 

5) After the verification by the offices of the two partner universities,

signing of the agreement and enrollment at the foreign university



Activation procedure

Joint Supervision Thesis Agreement
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2 – Joint supervision agreement for INCOMING PhD students:

Foreign university –> Sapienza

1) submission of the request for activation of the joint supervision

agreement to the Board of Professors through the Coordinator;

2) after the potential approval by the Board of Professors, submission

of the request to the PhD Office – Programmes and careers Unit

through the completion of a Google form; 

3) completion of the template of the joint supervision agreement

available on the PhD Unit webpage; 

4) after the verification by the offices of the two partner universities,

signing of the agreement and enrollment at the foreign university
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Activation procedure

‘Doctor Europaeus’ mention
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1) the PhD student must submit an application to the Programme

Coordinator before being admitted to the final examination

2) upon receiving the request, the Coordinator must send to the PhD

Office – Programmes and Careers Unit, prior to admission to the final

examination, the resolution of the Board of Professors and,

subsequently, the Department Council resolution containing the

proposal for the appointment of the Examination Committee

members; both documents must clearly indicate the recognition of

the requirements necessary for the mention

3) once the Examination Committee for the awarding of the degree

has been appointed, the Coordinator must send to the Committee,

prior to the thesis defense date, the resolution of the Board of

Professors regarding the awarding of the mention during the final

exam



Art. 8 par. 6 of PhD Regulation

Increase of the PhD scholarship

The amount of the scholarship is increased by 50% for any study or

research periods abroad, which must be previously authorized by

the PhD Programme Coordinator and supported by a certificate

from the host institution, for a period not exceeding 12 months. 
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An amount equal to 50% of a scholarship is also granted, starting

from the 38th cycle, to PhD students without a scholarship, for

research periods abroad of up to 12 months. These periods must be

previously authorized by the PhD Programme Coordinator and

supported by a certificate from the host institution.

These documents must be submitted to the PhD Office –

Programmes and Careers Unit at the end of the stay abroad. The

period may be extended up to a maximum total of 18 months for PhD

programmes under international co-supervision agreements (co-

tutelle).



Settore Dottorato di ricerca (PhD Office)



Settore Dottorato di ricerca (PhD Office)



Monday/Wednesday/Friday 10:30 – 12:30

Tuesday/Thursday 14:00 – 16:00

ufficio.dottorato@uniroma1.it

phdfellowship@uniroma1.it

cotutele.phd@uniroma1.it

 

PhD Office – Programmes and Careers Unit 

Window hours and contacts
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THAKS FOR YOUR 

ATTENTION!
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